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Cadmium poses a potential environmental hazard. The metal and its compounds are extremely toxic even at low concentrations because of their ability to bioaccumulate in living organisms as well as in the environment, e.g., in sediments. The maximum allowed level of cadmium in drinking water are 5 ppb, which is derived from the standard method of determination. The development of sensitive methods for heavy metals in general and cadmium in particular is therefore driven by public concern as well as by the scientific challenge of measuring heavy metals in the environment. 
Cadmium like most heavy metal is electroactive and therefore can be detected electrochemically. Electrochemical methods offer very high sensitivity and at the same time the instrumentation is inexpensive and portable, which makes electrochemistry an attractive approach for environmental measurement of Cd. 

Recently we published a detailed study[1] whereby a gold electrode modified by different self-assembled monolayers (SAMs) based on short ω-functionalized alkanethiols, X-(CH2)n-SH (n=2 or 3) and X=NH2, SO3H and CO2H),  is used for the determination of low levels of Cd by under potential deposition (UPD). The LoD of Cd was as low as 10 ppt using subtractive square wave anodic stripping voltammetry (SASV) and the precision was better than 1%. The application of the short SAMs improved the signal and prevented fouling of the electrode surface. The different parameters that affect the electrochemical signal, were studied and optimized. The electrode showed a wide linear range and highly reproducibility over a period of more than a week.
Here we present the next level in the automation of our system, which ishe development of a state of the art, fully-automated flow system for measuring the concentration of cadmium ions in natural coastal rivers and lagoons. The system is capable of self-calibration and followed by repeated measurement.  Figure 1 Schematics of the flow system.   [1] T. Noyhouzer, D. Mandler, Determination of Low Levels of Cadmium Ions by the Under Potential Deposition on a Self-Assembled Monolayer on Gold Electrode, Analytica Chimica Acta (2010), doi:10.1016/j.aca.2010.10.021
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