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PATENTS IN ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY IN TURBULENT TIMES - 
PAST AND PRESENT

Dr. Joe Wyse

Manager of Patents Department, Dr. Eyal Bressler & Co Patent Attorneys, 
Ramat-Gan 52522, Israel

wyse@bressler.co.il
Patent filing and litigation data is discussed, with reference to the effects of past economic depression on patent filings. Recommendations are suggested for maximizing the value of Analytical Chemistry intellectual property in these uncertain times.
In spite of the worsening economic climate, updated data shows that US and EP total patent applications filings, as well as analytical chemistry-related patents have reached a plateau rather than declined. On the other hand, patent litigation has increased a great deal in the last few years. Does this mean that Intellectual Property is a scarce resource worth investing in and protecting especially during a recession? The importance of Novelty of the patented technology compared with the importance of Freedom-to-Operate in today's climate is examined. 

The subject matter for analytical chemistry patents which have been filed in recent years include i. analytical target patents (bioanalytical chemistry, material analysis, chemical analysis and environmental analysis) and; ii. analytical methods patents (Spectroscopy, Separation processes such as Chromatography and Electrophoresis, crystallography, microscopy and electrochemistry). 
Some patents are considered which have analytical aspects, such as the patentability of an optical isomer, and the correct strategy for protecting today a compound whose full structure may take months to determine, so as to obtain the best leverage for a chemical discovery by writing "fingerprint" claims. Another subject discussed will be the patentability of new crystal forms of known substances. This had huge economic importance for Glaxo Wellcome in their attempts to extend the patent life of the Zantac blockbuster drug.

Examples of IP strategies will be given with reference to costs and benefits, and estimating the cost of an IP portfolio will be demonstrated.

[image: image2.png]Bﬁ'o'?orum

Applied Hnowledqge Center



[image: image3.png]

