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IS THERE A COMMON UNDERSTANDING OF ETHICS IN A LABORATORY?
Orna Dreazen

Israel Laboratory Accreditation Authority (ISRAC), Lod Airport, Israel 
E-mail: ornad@israc.gov.il
Ethics is defined as a particular system recognized in respect to a particular class of human actions. The definition shows us that what may be considered as ethical behavior by some, may be considered unethical for another group of people. A laboratory’s work results with basic facts, based on which, critical decisions may be made. Such decisions may include whether the results are fit for the intended use? Is the batch of a particular medicine safe enough for all potential users? Does the food include all crucial ingredients? Is the toy provided safe? etc. A laboratory may also encounter some conflicts between its direct client and the consumers affected by the decision.

An analysis will be made regarding what may happen in the laboratory’s environment, in light of the standards requirements and the management responsibility. Some suggestions for the way forward in the laboratory’s environment and liability will be presented.
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