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COMPARABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING DATA IN ITALY

Maria Belli

National Agency for Environmental protection and Technical Services (APAT), Roma, Italy

E-mail: maria.belli@apat.it
As focal point for the European Environmental Agency, APAT has the role to harmonize the environmental monitoring activities within the Italian territory, and to assure the comparability of the environmental data produced at regional level. To this end the following initiatives were promoted by the Environmental Metrology Service of APAT:

· the provision of matrix reference materials, similar to the test sample being measured in the regional laboratories (soil, sediments, compost, water, wastes), widely used for method and measurement validation and to perform proficiency tests and intercomparison exercises. The analytes of interest are metals (for solid and liquid matrices), pesticides, organic pollutants and anions/cations (for liquid matrices);

· according to the requirements of ISO 43-1 guide on proficiency testing scheme, a permanent advisory group (GTP) has been established at national level, including representatives from each regional agency (quality managers, users of analytical data and laboratories);

· organization of proficiency tests and intercomparison exercises and evaluation of measurement performance.

In this paper some of the results obtained in these activities will be reported.
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